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(57) Abstract 



PURPOSE: To expand function by only adding software 
and without modifying hardware by providing a mode 
setting means capable of setting a function expansion 
mode. 

CONSTITUTION: When a facsimile equipment is set in the 
function expansion mode by the mode setting means 1, a 
communication means 2 is set in a reception-able state 
and a memory means 3 in a read-able state. When 
function expansion program data is received, the data is 
stored in the memory means 3, and a key access from a 
keyboard corresponding to the program data is set by a 
key function setting means 4. Upon completion of said 
procedure, the facsimile equipment comes in a function 
expanded state, and the function expansion is executed 
by the key operation through the keyboard 5 in 
accordance with the set key function. At such a time, a 
program selection means 6 operates so that the function 
expansion program in the memory means 3 is executed 
with priority. As a result, without providing any 
special hardware, the function can be expanded only by 
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(A) Relevance to claim 

This document has relevance to claims 1, 8, 12, 
21, 22. 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27 of the present 
application . 

(B) Translation of the Relevant Passages of the 
Document 

[EMBODIMENT] 

Here, the facsimile apparatus 12 is set in the 
function expansion mode by operating keys in accordance 
with the predetermined combination of keys through the 
keyboard of the facsimile apparatus 12, and 
communication between the terminal apparatus 11 and the 
facsimile apparatus 12 begins, and the function 
expansion program data in the RAM 17 of the terminal 
apparatus 11 is transmitted via the communication 
control unit 15 to the facsimile apparatus 12 (step ®, 
®, ®) . A process of this communication is as follows. 
When an RS232C is used as a communication interface of 
the communication control unit 15 on the side of the 
terminal apparatus 11, it is possible to apply a V.21 
process which is generally used on the side of the 
facsimile apparatus 12. According to the V.21 process, 
it is possible to execute as in the logging process. 
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Thus, the function expansion program data 
transmitted to the facsimile apparatus 12 is stored via 
the communication control unit 22 in a predetermined 
memory area of the EE-ROM 27 under the control of the 
CPU 28 (step ®) . After the communication is finished, 
the CPU 28 executes setting of key access with respect 
to the keyboard unit 25 based on the function expansion 
program (step ®, ®) . 

Thus, the facsimile apparatus is ready to execute 
function-expanding. When the transmission of 
instructing interchange and the transmission of 
specifying time are to be executed, the function 
expansion program corresponding to the EE-ROM 27 is 
read by operating the keyboard unit 2 5 based on the 
foregoing key access. The CPU 28 executes the program, 
so that processes of processing the transmission of 
instructing interchange and the transmission of 
specifying time are executed (step ®, ®) . 
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